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the population) in access to health care 25 years of age.) In the period between What of the wife of the Professor of 
and medical services; 1951 and 1971, while the total number of English who served lunch to us but did 
-increasing gap between men and women male workers increased by 27 percent, the not either join the conversation or eat 
in literacy, education, and training for total number of female workers declined with us? What of the head of a prestigious 
employment; by 12 percent. "Training facilities within women's college who assured me : "Though 
-accelerated decline in women's employ- industries and in institutions," the report you may have problems with men in the 
ment since 19 51. continues, "remain inaccessible to the United States, we have no problems here 
majority of women because of their in India. The men have their lives and we 
The report cites "ample evidence" that illiteracy." have ours, and they are very good lives." 
though "deliberate female infanticide may Papers at the Women and Development "We don't want to change anything," she 
have been prevented," "the neglect of fe- conference provided further documenta- concluded. 
male infants to the point of letting them tion of these problems and amplified their Fortunately, not all Indian women agree 
die is now progressive." Infant mortality resistance to change. Feminists were not that nothing needs to be changed. As the 
among girls in India is 30 to 60 percent sanguine about the traditional remedies. following bibliography of women's studies 
higher than among boys, a unique statistic Discussing education, for example, Vina indicates, Indian feminists have begun to 
among nations. Mazumdar said that "promoting the usual investigate the attitudes and forces within 
Similarly unique is the sex ratio in India. literacy campaigns is no answer. We don't their society that have maintained the 
The normal distribution of population have the time. We can't afford to lose one status quo. And the moving letter from an 
throughout the world shows a slightly more generation to poverty, illness, and Indian mother that follows reflects the 
higher proportion of women to men. In death." Education in India, she stressed changes that can be hoped for-and the 
India the pattern has been different (per- both in her formal paper and in private challenges that can be expected-for a 
haps because of the earlier practices of conversations, "has succeeded only in daughter developing into a full human 
female infanticide and sati). "Still more broadening the gulf between privileged being. D 
disturbing," according to the report, "is women and the mass of poor women." 
the fact that this proportion has been 
steadily declining over the decades, with Feminism 
a new sharp decline between 19 51 and in India Women's Studies in India: 
1971. As of 1971, there were 9 3 0 females While there is no mass feminist movement A Bibliographical Note for every 1000 males in the Indian popu- in India, feminists are to be found in left- In two of India's major cities, there are lation. 
Despite the high infant mortality rate, wing sectarian groups, and in trade-union centers for women's studies. Thus far, they 
and the large numbers of women who die organizing, especially among unorganized are research centers and places where grow-
annually in childbirth, less than 1 7 percent independent women workers in Gujarat ing library collections allow them to be of 
of total hospital facilities are reserved for province. Feminists can also be found on use to scholars and to teachers interested in 
maternity. In addition , the report suggests some college and university campuses, and changing their curriculum. Both of these 
further cause for apprehension: "While the among some privileged and professional centers would be grateful to U.S. scholars, 
incidence of diseases caused by malnutri- women generally. On the campus of Delhi women's studies centers , publishers, and 
tion is higher among women, hospital rate University, for example, junior faculty libraries willing to share their resources and 
of admission and treatment of boys and (mainly doctoral candidates) are fighting to send copies of books, articles, or pam-
adult males for these diseases is larger." a leaflet battle against the annual beauty phlets to India. In the annotations that 
Statistics reporting trends in women's contests. Some of them are simultaneously follow, the address of each center pre-
illiteracy and in the paid employment of writing dissertations on lost Indian femin- cedes a brief description of its projects and 
women are equally disturbing. In rural ists both preceding and participating in the a list of its publications, all of which are 
India, the percentage of female literacy Ghandian freedom movement. recommended as very useful to under-
has been, and remains, below 10 percent; What is the future of women's studies in standing both the current status of Indian 
in general, the statistic, as of 1971, was India? That is a question I continued to ask women and the emphases of feminist 
18.6 percent. (By 1971, the total number myself throughout my three-week visit. scholars. In addition, two other books 
of illiterate women in India was 214 .7 Can women's studies - in whatever forms it are especially useful. Professor Neera 
million, nearly 50 percent more than is capable of assuming - deal constructively Desai's Woman in Modern India (Vora & 
twenty years earlier. The majority of il- with the housekeeper who, reacting to the Co., Publishers, Pvt. Ltd ., 3 Round Build-
literate women - 88.6 percent - were over sudden death of her three -year-old son, ing, Kalbadevi Road, Bombay 2) was pub -
sobbed, "My only child, why has God lished first in 1957 and reissued in 1977. 
taken from me my only child?" - thus for-
getting entirely her two older daughters? 
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It was her doctoral dissertation and is still 
the best single authoritative work on Indian 
women. Indian Women: From Purdah to 
Modernity, edited by B. R. Nanda (Vikas 
Publishing House, Pvt. Ltd., 5 Ansari Road, 
New Delhi 110002), was published in 
1976, following a series of lectures on 
women held under the auspices of the 
Nehru Memorial Museum and Library 
during International Women's Year. 
Historical in approach, varied and lively 
in style, the essays focus on contemporary 
India. 
Programme of Women's Studies, 
Indian Council of Social Science Research, 
IIP A Hostel Building, Indraprastha Estate, 
Ring Road, New Delhi 110002. Under the 
direction of Vina Mazumdar, who serves 
both as Secretary to the Advisory Com-
mittee on Women's Studies of the Indian 
Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR) 
and as its Chief Editor, the Programme on 
Women's Studies has grown out of the work 
of the 1971 governmental Committee on 
the Status of Women. The Programme 
"seeks to promote social science research 
to understand women's lives and problems 
and the manner in which they are being 
affected by the process of social change, 
economic modernization and population 
dynamics." It has three main objectives: 
a. "to uncover significant trends in 
economic and social organization which 
affect women's position in the long run, 
with a view to rousing public conscious-
ness and assisting in the formulation of 
appropriate policies for women's develop-
ment and welfare; 
b. "to develop new perspectives in the 
social sciences, particularly relating to 
concepts like family, household, women's 
work, economic productivity, etc .. .. ; 
c. "to revive the debate on the women's 
question initiated during the struggle for 
freedom and social reconstruction." 
The Programme "emphasizes research on 
women in the 'less visible' or under -privi-
16 
leged sections of Indian society in order 
to correct biases that have resulted from 
the concentration of past research on 
women in elite groups." Currently, priority 
areas include the following : 
1. Changing occupational structure and 
employment of women. 
2. Nature, causes, and consequence of 
female migration. 
3. Variations and changes in family 
organization, division of roles, and 
training of children. 
4. Evaluation of the impact of existing 
development programmes for women. 
5. The origin and nature of the women's 
movement in India. 
Publications: 
Programme of Women's Studies, 1977, 
26 pp., pamphlet. Free. Includes descrip-
tion of Programme, list of publications 
planned, etc. 
Critical Issues on the Status of Women, 
1977, 32 pp., pamphlet. Free. Summary of 
"certain disturbing trends" noted by the 
Advisory Committee on Women's Studies 
in its review of "the results of recent re-
search." Includes demographic data and 
"Suggested Priorities for Action" in the 
areas of employment, health, and educa-
tion . 
Research Unit on Women's Studies, 
S.N.D.T. Women's University, Patkar Hall 
Building, 6th Floor, 1 Nathibai Thackersey 
Road, Bombay 400 020. Begun in 1974, 
and headed by sociologist Neera Desai 
(recently in the U.S. to attend the Houston 
IWY Convention), the Research Unit's 
current research emphasis is in the area 
of elementary school curriculum. Studies 
of bias in textbooks are under way. In 
addition, staff member Mathreyi Krishna 
Raj has been planning a project called 
Teacher Orientation on Sexism that in-
cludes seminars and a slide show in Hindi 
about textbooks and how teachers deal 
with girls and boys in the classroom. 
Publications: 
A Select Bibliography on Women in India, 
130 pp., hard cover. $4.50, including post -
age. Includes books, articles, reports, theses 
published or completed before March 1975, 
on such subtopics as Women's Education, 
Legal Position, Historical Studies, Biog-
raphies, Women in Art, etc. 
Women in India: A Handbook, 83 pp., 
pamphlet. $2.50, including postage. First 
edition, 197 5; second edition, to be avail-
able in 1978, probably at the same price. 
Demographic and analytical information on 
education, work, political participation, 
legal position. D 
Maithreyi Krishna Raj 
Letter from 
an Indian Mother 
to Her Daughter 
At the recent Indian conference on Women 
and Development, the author of this letter, 
who is working on a doctorate in sociology, 
read a paper on "The Status of Women in 
Science." Currently, she is a staff member 
of the Research Unit on Women's Studies 
at the Shreemati Nathibai Damodar Thack-
ersey Women's University in Bombay. 
S.N.D. T. Women's University was founded 
in 1916 and is the only university in India 
exclusively for women. 
You are sixteen? twenty? or just ten? 
The years will soon pass and you will be a 
woman. What will you be like? Like me? 
my mother? grandmother? Some of you 
will be like us, but much of you my great-
grandmother would not recognize. 
These are times of change, of questioning, 
of uncertainty. Every mother wants to 
"protect" her daughter so that she may be 
ready when the time comes, but she rarely 
succeeds . Torn between the desire to 
"warn" and yet to retain the innocence 
of girlhood, she ends up by being harsh . 
Between the need to conform to social im-
peratives and her own desire to spare her 
daughter, she can find no solution. Let the 
dilemma end. Let mothers speak freely to 
their daughters. 
I remember my mother. She was thin, 
worn out from work. At 32 she looked 
ancient. Her day began long before we were 
up and ended long after we were all in bed. 
